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answer was very respectfully worded, but it was evident
from the whole tone of his reply that although he obeyed
he did not approve of his instructions. Lord Dalhousie
had already stated in one of his letters that meekness
was not one of his qualities and it is therefore probable
that the attitude of the Resident was highly distasteful
to him, An opportunity soon occurred for expressing
his displeasure. For some time there had been a very
disagreeable controversy between some of the senior
officers of the Contingent which led to a court martial
being held at Bolarum, its head-quarters. General Fraser,
by virtue of his position as representing the Nizam,
confirmed the proceedings of the court martial, and
endorsed its remarks as regards one of the officers con-
cerned. The Government of India in reviewing these
proceedings, whilst agreeing with them, remarked that
the Resident had appeared to have been actuated by
the same party spirit which he blamed in others. It
does not seem that this remark was justified, but at the
same time it could not be received by an officer in s the
Resident's position except as a severe reprimand.

At the same time another incident occurred which
tended to bring about the catastrophe which had for
so long a time been hanging over the Nizam's head.
In order to pay off the whole of the debt still remaining
due to the British Government, the Nizam had resolved
to pawn his jewels up to the value of about half a miUion
sterling. It was contemplated to form a State Bank in
Hyderabad, which was to be financed by the leading
sowcars, and the managing director of which was to be
Mr. Dighton, of whom we have so often spoken. To
this bank the Nizam agreed to hand over his jewels,
and received in return an advance of forty lakhs of
rupees. Contrary to all expectation, not only was the